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Neighborhood Traffic Circulation Plans
DESCRIPTION:
Residents need walkable neighborhoods where sidewalks, trails and street crossings are safe accessible and comfortable for all people of all ability levels. This program will expand neighborhood traffic planning activities to connect pedestrians and bicyclists through the installation and maintenance of complete facilities.

Pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods have many benefits, including:

· Safer environments for walking and bicycling, which means you are less likely to be in a traffic crash or get injured.

· Better access to more places, providing more choices in how you can get to your destinations so you don't have to rely on having a car.

· More opportunities to be physically active, which can improve your health and overall quality of life.

· Opportunities for everyone, which includes a walking environment that accommodates people with disabilities.
RATIONAL:

Residents have indicated that they may be afraid to cross a street to walk to a nearby store or park, nervous for their children to ride their bikes in the neighborhood or face obstacles when traveling in a wheel chair or stroller.  To be able to move safely in their neighborhoods residents need more than just a Traffic Calming Program:
· A safe place to walk - This includes 1) a smooth, unobstructed walking surface at least wide enough for two wheelchairs to pass each other; 2) a sidewalk or path that is separated from traffic and 3) safe street crossings with appropriate crosswalk signs, and/or signals.
· The ability to see or detect traffic – Pedestrians should also be able to be seen by oncoming motorists, both by day or night. This could include upgrades street lighting.
· Access to sidewalks – This may include having well-designed curb ramps to ease changes in elevation / grade.
· Enough time to cross the street – Pedestrians should have time to cross at intersections and mid-block crossings. This may require the installation of a pedestrian signal or Enhancer.

· Signs and markings designating the neighborhood walkable route – This includes crosswalk markings, wayfinding signage and pedestrian detour signs in construction areas. These signs should be understandable to those with limited English language skills.

· Continuous facilities – The walkable network should be free from gaps, obstructions and abrupt changes in direction or width.
These issues apply to schools and school pick-up and drop-off zones as well, as they are places with a lot of potential conflict between children walking, buses and cars.

Walkable transportation modifications are often described in terms of the Four E’s:

1. Engineering – Physical changes to the infrastructure that effect the operation and movement of traffic, including pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists

2.  Education – Includes strategies that aim to educate pedestrians, cyclists and motorists or other groups in order to motivate a change in behavior.

3. Enforcement – Community based or law based measures to enforce laws and regulations related to pedestrian / cyclists and motorist interactions
4. Encouragement – Efforts to promote walking and increase the level of walking and cycling in   a community.

Therefore, this program will consider a combination of transportation options, when applied in the same area and will likely be more successful at resolving the neighborhoods walkability issues than only using one approach. 
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